Thousands Turn Out to Protest Government Spending
April 15, 2009

     In cities and towns all across America, thousands of ordinary people turned out in all kinds of weather conditions to express their displeasure with excessive government spending, high taxes, government bailouts at the taxpayer’s expense, government abuses of power and the direction down which the protesters feel the country is headed. Demonstrations like this, involving people of all ages have not been seen on this large a scale in decades.
     Thousands of protesters, some dressed in colonial wigs with tea bags hanging from their eyeglasses, showed up in states from California to Kentucky to Massachusetts, holding signs and reading speeches lambasting the Obama administration's tax-and-spend policies. Chants like "Give me liberty, not debt" and "Our kids can't afford you" were heard at rallies all across the country.

     The demonstrations were part of a larger grassroots movement against government spending called Taxed Enough Already, or TEA -- giving name to the Tax Day Tea Parties -- and come more than 235 years after the original Boston Tea Party revolt against taxes.

     Shouts rang out from Kentucky, which just passed tax increases on cigarettes and alcohol, to Salt Lake City, where many in the crowd booed Republican Gov. Jon Huntsman for accepting about $1.5 billion in stimulus money. Even in Alaska, where there is no statewide income tax or sales tax, hundreds of people held signs and chanted "No more spending."

     In Boston, a few hundred protesters gathered on the Boston Common -- a short distance from the original Tea Party -- some dressed in Revolutionary garb and carrying signs that said "Barney Frank, Bernie Madoff: And the Difference Is?" and "D.C.: District of Communism."
     In Huntsville Alabama, over 2,300 people showed up carrying signs of all types and descriptions, American flags and the famous yellow Gadsden flag that reads “Don’t Tread on Me”.
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     Earlier in the day, poor weather and permit problems threatened crowd turnouts at protests in Washington, D.C. One million tea bags delivered to Lafayette Park were reloaded and sent away because tea party organizers did not have the proper permit. And a D.C. rally scheduled to take place outside the Treasury Department was cancelled when the U.S. Secret Service prevented protesters from gathering outside for lacking a permit, all of which illustrates part of exactly what people are protesting and that is that one even has to get government’s permission to hold a rally.

          At Fountain Square in Cincinnati, the anti-tax demonstration there drew about 4,000 people. More than 1,000 protesters gathered outside a downtown federal building in Salt Lake City despite the rain and snow. In Lansing, Mich., outside the state Capitol, another 4,000 people waved signs exclaiming "Stop the Fiscal Madness," "Read My Lipstick! No More Bailouts".
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     Perhaps people are finally starting to wake up and realize what politicians, government bureaucrats and special interests have been doing to them for decades.
