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It is Time to Stop the Madness





	Over the past several decades the American citizen has watched his liberties and security fall to the ‘Patriot Act’, ‘Homeland Defense’, an invasion of illegal immigrants that far outnumber the troops we have in Afghanistan, and government actions where his every move and purchase is recorded to be available to ‘Federal Data Fusion Centers’ for data mining to track ‘possible’ terrorists. He has endured the shame of a president having oral sex with an intern while heads of state wait in nearby offices, and has been told innumerable promises that were broken by virtually every president that has held office recently.


	As bad as these things are, they have gotten critically worse.


	Our jobs have been shipped overseas and unemployment is un-necessarily high. Our Federal government regularly cooks the books to make things seem better, so the corruption racket can continue.


Cooking the books, and this culture of corruption in government, might be only rivaled by Wall Street.


Our real estate values have nosedived so badly that appraising has gone from marking the value of property from what it is worth, to what the bankers/real estate industry thinks it should be worth; which inflates the price to create the illusion of prosperity. The privately owned/for profit Federal Reserve Bank got $700 Billion dollars to assist homeowners and then gave it to their friends in foreign central banks instead.


Our country is broke and so far in debt that we cannot recover without devaluing the dollar... and we continue to print more electronic money through ‘Quantitative Easing’, which is only backed by the future labor of the public citizenry. The end effect is that we are following a path to a third world economy where its citizens are hopelessly chained to debt that will be paid through decades of generational economic enslavement.


	To add insult to injury our Federal Government has filed lawsuits against the state of Arizona for enforcing laws that the Feds are loath to uphold, and the ‘Tea-Party’ populous that resist this corruption are called vulgar names by the very people they elected. Unfortunately the list of corrupt, idiotic, and destructive acts perpetrated by our federal and state governments goes, on and on.


	The question is when will We The People recognize that we are the legal ultimate authority as outlined in the U.S. Constitution; and stand up to demand competent government that is a good steward of our labor and taxes?  Is it not time to stop this madness?  Many have asked themselves these questions, but no effective action plan exists to turn this country around. There have been valiant efforts in rallies, editorials, short questionnaires, videos, and the like.  We just haven’t gotten there yet because we haven’t got a plan that puts the control back into the hands of the people.  That is up until now.


	The Madison Institute Association (� HYPERLINK "http://www.restore-our-constitution.com" ��www.restore-our-constitution.com� ) is a group of civic minded American citizen patriots that have created the Public Servant Aptitude and Action Test (PSAAT) that harnesses the power of the peoples vote to elect candidates that are constitutionally competent and who will do the right thing to return this country back to its prosperous health.


It is a simple concept. The public citizens are the boss, the elected officials are the servants, and we will refuse to vote for anyone who has not demonstrated that they are constitutionally competent and willing to do the hard work necessary to return to our prosperous way of life.  We demand that each candidate for public office take the PSAAT to make public their level of Constitutional knowledge and their intentions to solve fundamental government problems that are arguably at the root of our current situation. 





Read this clearly: No Test = No Vote.





	The PSAAT was created as a free public service to benefit all Americans. We encourage all organizations wishing to lift this nation up from the fall we have recently taken to join us in this effort. A copy of the PSAAT and supporting information can be found on The Madison Institute Association and We the People – Alabama websites at � HYPERLINK "http://www.restore-our-constitution.com" ��www.restore-our-constitution.com� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.wtp-alabama.com" ��www.wtp-alabama.com�. 





God Bless America


The Madison Institute Association





The “Public Servant Aptitude and Action Test” can be viewed and/or downloaded at the


We the People – Alabama website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wtp-alabama.com" ��www.wtp-alabama.com� 











A TOUGH OLD COWBOY FROM SOUTH TEXAS COUNSELED HIS GRANDSON THAT IF HE WANTED TO LIVE A LONG LIFE,


THE SECRET WAS TO SPRINKLE A PINCH OF GUN POWDER ON HIS OATMEAL EVERY MORNING.





THE GRANDSON DID THIS RELIGIOUSLY TO THE AGE OF 103.





WHEN HE DIED, HE LEFT BEHIND,


14 CHILDREN,


30 GRANDCHILDREN,


45 GREAT-GRAND CHILDREN,


25 GREAT-GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN,


AND A 15-FOOT CRATER WHERE THE CREMATORIUM USED TO BE.








How can a nation…





     How can a nation that has created the highest standard of living for the greatest number of its citizens than any civilization in human history have so many economic problems?


    How can a nation that developed the technological capability from scratch to put a man on the moon and return him safely to Earth in less than 10 years be so dependent for so long on foreign sources to supply its energy needs?


    How can a nation with the most powerful military force that man has ever known be so inept at defending its own borders from the largest invasion of uninvited foreign nationals ever seen?


    How can a nation that once had a system of education that was the envy of the world and produced more intellectuals than the rest of the nations of the world combined have so many of its own people who can’t even form complete sentences or balance a checkbook?


    How can a nation that, just a few short decades ago, was the richest nation in history go to being the greatest debtor nation in history?


    We the People – Alabama submit that there is a direct correlation between the problems America now faces and the size and influence of government over the lives of the people; that almost all the problems America currently faces are being intentionally created and/or manipulated to further the personal or political agenda of those in government.


    We the People – Alabama also submit that it is the People themselves that have allowed the degradation of the American civilization and that it will only be corrected when a sufficient number of those same people get motivated enough to act to restore America’s greatness, or support those who will.
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It is widespread public apathy that is the single biggest threat to individual liberty. By remaining silent, people condone what government does and as such are part of the problem.





The


Alabama Minuteman Reports Newsletter





is owned and operated exclusively by Alabama citizens for Alabama citizens, is intended to provide highlights of current news and events to inform Alabama citizens and accepts input from all sources, however, we do not accept responsibility for the accuracy of any material presented. It is up to the readers to verify the material’s accuracy and judge it for themselves.














I defend my rights.





God help those


who doubt me.














What America Has Lost


It’s clear we overreacted to 9/11.


Tim Hetherington





    Nine years after 9/11, can anyone doubt that Al Qaeda is simply not that deadly a threat?


    Since that gruesome day in 2001, once governments everywhere began serious countermeasures, Osama bin Laden’s terror network has been unable to launch a single major attack on high-value targets in the United States and Europe. While it has inspired a few much smaller attacks by local jihadis, it has been unable to execute a single one itself. Today, Al Qaeda’s best hope is to find a troubled young man who has been radicalized over the Internet, and teach him to stuff his underwear with explosives.


    I do not minimize Al Qaeda’s intentions, which are barbaric. I question its capabilities. In every recent conflict, the United States has been right about the evil intentions of its adversaries but massively exaggerated their strength. In the 1980s, we thought the Soviet Union was expanding its power and influence when it was on the verge of economic and political bankruptcy. In the 1990s, we were certain that Saddam Hussein had a nuclear arsenal. In fact, his factories could barely make soap.


    The error this time is more damaging. September 11 was a shock to the American psyche and the American system. As a result, we overreacted. In a crucially important Washington Post reporting project, “Top Secret America,” Dana Priest and William Arkin spent two years gathering information on how 9/11 has really changed America.


    Here are some of the highlights. Since September 11, 2001, the U.S. government has created or reconfigured at least 263 organizations to tackle some aspect of the war on terror. The amount of money spent on intelligence has risen by 250 percent, to $75 billion (and that’s the public number, which is a gross underestimate). That’s more than the rest of the world spends put together. Thirty-three new building complexes have been built for intelligence bureaucracies alone, occupying 17 million square feet—the equivalent of 22 U.S. Capitols or three Pentagons. Five miles southeast of the White House, the largest government site in 50 years is being built—at a cost of $3.4 billion—to house the largest bureaucracy after the Pentagon and the Department of Veterans Affairs: the Department of Homeland Security, which has a workforce of 230,000 people.


    This new system produces 50,000 reports a year—136 a day!—which of course means few ever get read. Those senior officials who have read them describe most as banal; one tells me, “Many could be produced in an hour using Google.” Fifty-one separate bureaucracies operating in 15 states track the flow of money to and from terrorist organizations, with little information-sharing.


    Some 30,000 people are now employed exclusively to listen in on phone conversations and other communications in the United States. And yet no one in Army intelligence noticed that Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan had been making a series of strange threats at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center, where he trained. The father of the Nigerian “Christmas bomber” reported his son’s radicalism to the U.S. Embassy. But that message never made its way to the right people in this vast security apparatus. The plot was foiled only by the bomber’s own incompetence and some alert passengers.


    Such mistakes might be excusable. But the rise of this national-security state has entailed a vast expansion in the government’s powers that now touches every aspect of American life, even when seemingly unrelated to terrorism. The most chilling aspect of Dave Eggers’s heartbreaking book, Zeitoun, is that the federal government’s fastest and most efficient response to Hurricane Katrina was the creation of a Guantánamo-like prison facility (in days!) in which 1,200 American citizens were summarily detained and denied any of their constitutional rights for months, a suspension of habeas corpus that reads like something out of a Kafka novel.


    In the past, the U.S. government has built up for wars, assumed emergency authority, and sometimes abused that power, yet always demobilized after the war. But this is a war without end. When do we declare victory? When do the emergency powers cease?


    Conservatives are worried about the growing power of the state. Surely this usurpation is more worrisome than a few federal stimulus programs. When James Madison pondered this issue, he came to a simple conclusion: “Of all the enemies to public liberty war is, perhaps, the most to be dreaded, because it comprises and develops the germs of every other … In war, too, the discretionary power of the executive is extended and all the means of seducing the minds, are added to those of subduing the force, of the people.”


“No nation could preserve its freedom in the midst of continual war,” Madison concluded.











Rome fell September 4, 476AD


 


    In the centuries preceding, Rome was overrun with illegal immigrants: Visigoths, Franks, Anglos, Saxons, Ostrogoths, Burgundians, Lombards and Vandals. They first assimilated, many working as servants, but soon they came so fast they did not learn the Latin language. 


    Though militarily superior and marching on advanced road systems, the highly trained Roman Legions were strained fighting conflicts worldwide, and eventually troops had to be brought home from the frontiers, such a Britain. Attila the Hun committed terrorist attacks, wiping out whole cities.


    Rome had a trade deficit, having outsourced its grain production to North Africa, and when the Vandals captured that area, Rome did not have the resources to retaliate. "Bread and the Circus!" Citizens of Rome were kept distracted with violent entertainment in the Coliseum and Circus Maximus, living on welfare and free bread.


    One Roman commented: "Those who live at the expense of the public funds are more numerous than those who provide them." Tax collectors were "more terrible than the enemy." 


    Rome was crippled by huge government bureaucracies and enormous public debt. A history of court favoritism, infidelity, exposure of unwanted infants, perverted bathhouses, and sexual immorality led 5th-Century historian Salvian to write: "O Roman people be ashamed...Let nobody think otherwise, the vices of our bad lives have alone conquered us."















































“To expect something different by doing what you have always done is foolish.


To achieve a different result,


you must do what has never been done before”








"Who knew that the American public would get accused of bigotry more often after electing an African-American president than before?"


columnist Rich Lowry











From the Queen





    For only the second time in my adult life, I am not ashamed of my country. I want to thank the hard working American people for paying $242 thousand dollars plus additional expenses for my vacation in Spain. �    My daughter Sasha, several long-time family friends, my personal staff and various guests had a wonderful time. Honestly, you just haven't lived until you have stayed in a $2,500.00 per night suite at a 5-Star luxury hotel. We only booked 70 rooms for our friends, staff and family. Thank you also for the use of Air Force 2 and the 70 Secret Service personnel who tagged along to be sure we were safe and cared for at all times. 


    Air Force 2 only used 47,500 gallons of jet fuel for this trip and carbon emissions were a mere 1,031 tons of CO2. It costs only $11,500 per hour to operate Air Force 2 and each additional plane for the other members of our party group. These are only rough estimates, but they are close (who's counting?). That's quite a carbon footprint as my good friend Al Gore would say, so we must ask the American citizens to drive smaller, more fuel efficient cars and drive less too, so we can lessen our combined carbon footprint. 


    I know times are hard and millions of you are struggling to put food on the table and trying to make ends meet. I do appreciate your sacrifice and do hope you find work soon. I was really exhausted after Barack took our family on a luxury vacation in Maine a few weeks ago. I just had to get away for a few days. Will write more from Martha's Vineyard where we will spend our sixth vacation this year with more of our family and friends.





Cordially,


Queen, M. Obama
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Our Bridge to the 11th Century
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